GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
that it would be a gigantic, if not impossible, task
to hold the country permanently by force. He
therefore made it his policy from the first to con-
ciliate the conquered and seek fusion with them.
He refrained from destruction and spoliation; he
did not even divide the land among his followers.
Above all, he sought the friendship of the Church
and won the bishops over to his side. Having
been baptized in A.D. 496, he had the invaluable
aid of die Catholic priesthood on his side when
he waged war upon the heretical Visigoths and
Burgundians.
In attacking the Burgundians, however, Clovis
met with his one considerable failure (A.D. 500).
It was left to his sons to annex Burgundy in A.D. 534,
and to round off the Prankish kingdom in Gaul by
acquiring Provence from the Ostrogoths in A.D. 536.
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While Roman Gaul was thus being completely
Germanised, the sons of Clovis turned thek armies
eastward against the other peoples of Germany. In
A.D. 531 they reduced Southern Thuringia, and in
543 Bavaria. Thus when the last of them, Clothar I,
died in A.D. 561, the Prankish realm stretched from
the Elbe in the east to the Atlantic in the west;
from the Channel in the north to the Pyrenees in
the south.
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